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# Question Answer 
Type of 

question 

1. 

Where can I find more information 
on the system for guaranteeing 
sustainability and on the 
transitional scheme? 

More information is contained in the letter to the Dutch Parliament 
(Tweede Kamer) of 18 March 2016 on the implementation of the 
sustainability criteria for solid biomass for energy applications. Also see 
question 3. https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/ 
kamerstukken/2016/03/18/kamerbrief-over-implementatie-
duurzaamheidscriteria-vaste-biomassa-voor-energietoepassingen   

System + 
transitional 
scheme 

2. How were the criteria realized? 

Following the Energy Agreement and the work of the working group 
under the Social and Economic Council of the Netherlands (SER), NGOs 
and energy companies entered into a covenant with coal power plants in 
March 2015. This covenant includes the sustainability requirements 
agreed upon by the parties. Only the statutory criteria from the covenant 
are included in the SDE+ scheme. Link to the covenant: 
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/brieven_regering/detail?id
=2015Z04869&did=2015D09837  

Realization 

3. 
When does consultation on the 
Order in Council (AMvB) take 
place? 

The statutory basis of the system is set out in the AMvB, which also lays 
the foundation for the testing of certificates. The AMvB lies open for 
consultation from 1 April to 27 May 2016 at: 
https://www.internetconsultatie.nl/bijstookbiomassa_energiecentrales  

AMvB 

4. Which certificates can be applied?  

The temporary certificates for demonstrating sustainability are included 
in Appendix 5. For the time being, FSC and PEFC systems that are 
accepted by the TPAC can be applied to sustainable forestry 
management. Certificates for demonstrating the sustainability of 
biofuels that are assessed by the EC (e.g. NTA8080) can be used for 
residues. These can also be found at: https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/ 
topics/renewable-energy/biofuels/voluntary-schemes  

Certificates 

5. 
Is there a template for the 
reporting requirements from the 
verification protocol? 

A reporting template is under construction. Once this is ready, it will be 
made available on our website. 

Reporting 

6. 
How long after the harvest or the 
use of biomass must verification 
take place? 

The producer must show in a report that the biomass used in the 
previous calendar year complies with sustainability requirements. The 
producer must submit the sustainability report to the Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency (RVO.nl) four months after the end of the calendar 
year. 

Reporting 

7. 

What happens if the annual report 
on sustainability reveals an 
inability to demonstrate that all or 
part of the biomass used complies 
with the sustainability criteria? 

No subsidy will be provided for biomass for which sustainability cannot 
be shown. Any undue advance payments will be deducted from the 
advance subsidy payments still to be made. 

Reporting 

8. 
When may the risk-based 
approach be used? 

The risk-based approach may be used for management units that are 
smaller than 500 hectares. See Appendix 2 on page 71 of the draft 
verification protocol.  

RBA 

https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/brieven_regering/detail?id=2015Z04869&did=2015D09837
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/brieven_regering/detail?id=2015Z04869&did=2015D09837
https://www.internetconsultatie.nl/bijstookbiomassa_energiecentrales
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/%20topics/
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/%20topics/
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9. 
Must verification ultimately also 
take place for small forest areas 
(500 hectares)? 

Yes. The timeline and the 500 hectares limit are set out in the general 
SDE+ implementation regulation: 
http://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0023563/2016-02-27  

Timeline 

10. 
Does woody biomass from forests 
in the Netherlands always fall into 
category 3? 

No, if the woody biomass comes from a forest as defined on page 9 of 
the protocol, it falls under category 1 and 2. Biomass falls into category 3 
if it complies with: biomass by-products (branches, treetops, trees) 
resulting from management of urban green areas, the landscape or 
nature other than forest aimed at the preservation, recovery or 
reinforcement of specific natural, recreational or scenic functions. 
Category 3 also includes biomass by-products resulting from the regular 
maintenance of public green areas and parks. 

Categories 

11. 
Are sustainability requirements 
set for biogenic residues and 
waste flows? 

Solid biomass from this group falls under category 5; see Table 1 on page 
27 of the draft verification protocol, which shows that only CoC 
requirements apply. Different requirements apply to liquid biomass. See 
also question 17. 

Categories 

12. 
Must short rotation coppice (SRC) 
also comply with criteria? Under 
which category would this fall? 

SRC must comply with all criteria of the area: larger or smaller than 500 
hectares. 

Categories 

13. 
Are different carbon monitoring 
systems also permitted? 

Other carbon monitoring systems (such as the American Carbon 
Standard) are permitted if it can be shown that the data is from a 
complete carbon monitoring and credit system. For example, under 
indicator 4.1.7 on page 30, carbon monitoring according to the American 
Tree Farm System can also be used. 
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/standards-review  

Carbon 

14. 
Where can I find more information 
on the verification of criteria for 
ILUC and carbon? 

Carbon criteria under P3 and P4 have been defined as indicators in the 
verification protocol. Stakeholders can comment on this via the internet 
consultation. 
ILUC criteria under P5 have not yet been defined as indicators. In this 
arrangement, reference is made to the LIIB methodology for biofuels. 
Although this method is not automatically applicable to solid biomass, it 
will be made applicable to solid biomass over the coming weeks. 
After input from internet consultation has been processed, a practical 
test will be held to assess the feasibility of the indicators (including 
Carbon and ILUC). 

ILUC and 
Carbon 

15. 

Has there been any coordination 
with countries nearby that have 
already adopted procedures for 
the verification of sustainability 
(UK, BE and DK)?  

RVO.nl has already contacted these countries and there is indeed 
coordination. We are striving for as much similarity as possible within 
the parameters of the Energy Agreement. 

General 

16. 

What is the difference between 
co-firing and auxiliary firing of 
biomass in coal-fired power 
stations? 

Co-firing is the direct replacement of coal by biomass, which is used as 
solid fuel in the boiler. Auxiliary firing is the use of biomass after thermal 
pre-processing, such as gasification. 

General 

17. 
Must liquid biomass also comply 
with the new sustainability 
criteria? 

No, sustainability criteria for liquid biomass already apply under Article 
17 of the RED. http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/NL/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN   

General 
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